COMMON COUNCIL

8/24/2020

The Common Council of the City of Park Falls met in regular session in the council chambers of the Park Falls City Hall at 5:00 PM on Monday, August 24, 2020.  Mayor Michael Bablick called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and the following members were present:




Mayor:


Michael Bablick 

Aldermen:

Chris Hoffman





Richard Scharp




Michael Mader 





Dennis Wartgow 




James Corbett




Anthony Thier 




Dina Bukachek 





Dan Greenwood

City Attorney:  
Bryce Schoenborn-excused
City Administrator:
Brentt Michalek

Also present:  Michelle Smith, Scott Hilgart, Jerry Ernst, Larry Reas, Deb Hyde, Lynn Lutz, Rob Biller and Dave Dryer via phone 

There was a motion by Alderman Mader and seconded by Alderman Thier to adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

The minutes of the 7/27/2020 Council, 8/10/2020 Committee of the Whole and 8/18/2020 Personnel meetings were presented. Motion by Alderman Wartgow and seconded by Alderman Bukachek to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.


In communications, the Mayor let everyone know that the City has received a $1 million dollar grant for the complete reconstruction of the six blocks near the hospital.  The mill is making progress as the pulp workers were back to work today and there was a load of wood delivered.  The plan for the mill is to have a machine operating by the end of September.  Alderman Thier informed the council that he spoke to some campers at Hines Park and they had quite a few positive comments regarding our campground.  Alderman Bukachek inquired as to why there were no swimming signs posted at the boat landing.  The Mayor and the City Administrator clarified that the currents were unsafe at this location.  The City Administrator let the council know that the BART organization was looking for a location for a permanent fixture for a bus garage.  There will be a presentation coming in September when more details were finalized.  Lastly, the Mayor stated that he has spoken to the Catholic Diocese and they are excited about the housing opportunities for the St. Anthony’s school building.

There was no public comment.



Under Finance, Lynn Lutz and Rob Biller presented the 2019 audit report.  There was a motion by Alderman Greenwood and seconded by Alderman Scharp to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $162,662.72.  Motion carried, 8-0.  


There was nothing to report for the board of public works.
 
Under Public Services, there was a liquor license application presented by Forward Bank for the location of 334 Division Street.  Motion by Alderman Mader and seconded by Alderman Greenwood to approve this application.  Motion carried.
Under Personnel, City Administrator Michalek informed the council about the wage and comp. meeting that took place on August 10.
The Mayor had nothing to report.
City Administrator and Clerk Michalek informed the council that the staging for the downtown project has begun and the first round for the 2020 budget was complete.  
Treasurer and Deputy Clerk Smith informed the council that there were 258 voters for the August 11, 2020 election with 131 of those being absentee and that the next election will be taking place on November 3.  Following up with an earlier discussion, she let everyone know that the MOD factor for the City is 0.73.
Library Director Hyde let the council know that the library will probably be adding more hours that they are open towards the middle/end of September.  Three aides have retired since the beginning of the year and there have been three individuals hired to fill these roles.  The summer program was a success. 
Street and Water Superintendent Hilgart said that the blacktopping is almost done.  The logging at the airport is complete and there was another water leak between the curb and sidewalk on 5th Avenue because of bad gaskets.  There is one summer help employee remaining and they will be leaving soon.  


Police Chief Ernst told the council that he has nine applicants for the full time position he is trying to fill.  Between July and August, there was a total of 249 incidents. 


Fire Chief Reas and Administrator Michalek will be meeting with the Town Chairmen of Lake and Eisenstein to discuss financing.  There are three companies that have presented specs for the new fire truck.  The tornado siren has been fixed.



There was a motion by Alderman Mader and seconded by Alderman Wartgow to convene into closed session at 6:15 p.m., pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 (1)(g) conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. (Discussion of DNR Asbestos/Demolition Compliance) and pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 (1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. (Regarding blighted property within the City Limits, for consideration of Condemnation, Raze Order, or Eminent Domain.  235 4th Avenue South; 259 4th Avenue South and one with no property address) and pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85 (1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation date of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  (Discussion on performance evaluation and contract negotiations between City Administrator/Clerk and the City of Park Falls.)  Motion carried, 8-0.


City staff members Michalek, Smith and Ernst all stayed for closed session until 6:45 p.m. when the third item was discussed.  At that point, Smith and Ernst left the meeting.

There was a motion by Alderman Mader and seconded by Alderman Wartgow to reconvene into open session at 6:54 p.m.  Motion carried, 8-0.  


Motion by Alderman Greenwood and seconded by Alderman Hoffman to modify the employment agreement for the City Administrator/Clerk.  Motion carried, 8-0.  Motion by Alderman Greenwood and seconded by Alderman Mader to approve the employment agreement with Brentt Michalek and the City of Park Falls.  Motion carried, 8-0.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.





Michelle M. Smith












Treasurer/Deputy Clerk
